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GREATER LAFAYETTE  |  HEART OF THE MIDWEST

I N D I A N A P O L I S

L O U I S V I L L E

C I N C I N N A T I

C H I C A G O

G R E A T E R 
L A F A Y E T T E

1 - H O U R 
D R I V E

2 - H O U R 
D R I V E

GREATER LAFAYETTE readi region 

is made up of Benton, Carroll, 

Fountain, Montgomery, 

Tippecanoe, Warren, 

and White Counties. 

NATIONAL RANKINGS:

#1 PLACE FOR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
(SMARTASSET)

#1 TOP HOUSING MARKET (WSJ + REALTOR.COM, 
EMERGING HOUSING MARKET INDEX)

#5 BEST PLACES FOR REMOTE 
WORKERS (WALL STREET JOURNAL)

3.4%

306,068

.62%

149,625

READI REGION 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

2023 POPULATION 
(READI REGION)

POPULATION ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE

READI REGION LABOR 
FORCE 

Source: ESRI

Source: ESRI

Source: ESRI

Source: ESRI

NORTH
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CITY OF LAFAYETTE  |  context & growth

65

25

25
52

231

DOWNTOWN 
STUDY AREA

WABASH RIVER

W E S T  L A F A Y E T T E

P U R D U E 
U N I V E R S I T Y

L A F A Y E T T E

NORTH

70,979
2023 POPULATION

4.88%
DOWNTOWN 

GROWTH

Source: ESRI

Source: ESRI
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BACHELOR DEGREES 
AWARDED IN 
ENGINEERING

STUDENT 
ENROLLMENT, 

FALL 2023

INVESTMENT IN 
DISCOVERY PARK & 

RESEARCH PARK

PATENTS AWARDED 
FOR DISCOVERIES

INNOVATIONS 
LICENSED FOR 

COMMERCIALIZATIONS

2,26552,211 $1.2B 192 157

Source: Purdue University & Greater Lafayette Development Plan
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5,000+ 500+
DOWNTOWN 
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL 
BUSINESSES

Source: ESRI

1,900+
DOWNTOWN 
RESIDENTS

Housing Studies 
The City of Lafayette conducted studies to 
identify housing needs and future trends. The 
studies determined strategic approaches and set 
local and regional goals to address the housing 
market and accommodate future growth. The 
two studies can be found linked here:  
READI Region Housing Study (2023)
Tippecanoe County Student Rental Report (2023)
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UPPER MAIN LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTDOWNTOWN LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTDOWNTOWN STUDY AREA

The Downtown Study Area is bounded by the 
Railroad, Cincinnati Street, 5th Street, Ferry 
Street, 11th Street, South Street, 7th Street, 
Alabama Street, and Romig Street. 

The Downtown Study Area captures property for 
development opportunities and includes many of 
the city’s cultural, historic, and civic assets.  

The Downtown Local Historic District is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. The 
district is roughly bounded by 2nd, Ferry, 6th and 
South Streets, approximately nine blocks within 
the downtown. 

Upper Main Street Historic District is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The district 
is roughly bounded by Ferry Street, 6th Street, 
Columbia Street, and the Norfolk and Western 
Railroad tracks. 
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TIF DISTRICT BOUNDARY RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT COURTHOUSE PROXIMATE DISTRICT

The Central TIF District Boundary is roughly 
bounded by the Wabash River, Romig Street, 9th 
Street, and Sagamore Parkway. 

The TIF District is a tool that allows cities to 
capture the increase in property tax revenue that 
may result from an improvement. The additional 
revenue is then dedicated to financing the 
improvement, or for other development activities 
within the district.

The Lafayette Riverfront Development District is 
a portion of Downtown Lafayette designated by 
the Lafayette Common Council. It allows for and 
authorizes the issuance of a retailer’s permit 
to sell alcholic beverages to the proprietor of a 
restaurant that is located within the boundaries 
of the municipal riverfront development project 
area. 

The original Riverfront District started at mid-
stream of the Wabash River in the west and went 
to 11th Street in the East. Since little development 
can take place due to the presence of the river 
and the adjoining railroad corridor, the State of 
Indiana permits the district to start at the first 
developable area which is generally considered 
to be cast of the railroad corridor. From there, 
it runs on both sides of Main Street and beyond 
approximately 3,000 feet to11th Street.

The Courthouse Proximate District is the 
geographic area bounded by South Street, the 
Wabash River Flood Plain zone, Ferry Street and 
Fifth Street, and extending east from Fifth Street 
on both sides of Main Street to the alleys on the 
north and south sides of the street, to 11th Street 
except for the building at the southwest corner 
of Main and 11th Streets, specifically 1021-1023 
Main Street.
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JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

W
ABASH RIVER

ALABAMA STREET

MAIN STREETFERRY STREETNORTH STREET

CINCINNATI STREET

3RD  STREET

4TH STREET
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7TH STREET
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COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

BROWN STREET

5TH STREET

11TH STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

GATEWAYS

Green Space

Public Art

Patio

Public Space

Community 
Amenity

Existing Placemaking Inventory

WEST LAFAYETTE

Farmers Market

Farmers Market

10

NORTH



  50+

147
HOTEL ROOMS

DINING 
ESTABLISHMENTS

RETAIL 
ESTABLISHMENTS

NORTH

JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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W
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COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

BROWN STREET

5TH STREET

11TH STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

  30+

RETAIL, Dining & HOSPITALITY

10
CIVIC & 

INSTITUTIONAL 
BUILDINGS

COURTHOUSE
HOLIDAY INN

LAFAYETTE PUBLIC 
SAFETY CENTER TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

LAFAYETTE CENTRAL 
FIRE STATION

CITY HALL

CIVIC THEATRE

LONG CENTER

GREATER LAFAYETTE 
COMMERCE

TIPPECANOE 
COUNTY OFFICE 

BUILDING

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION
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NORTH

JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

BROWN STREET

5TH STREET

11TH STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

4TH STREET

3RD STREET

2ND STREET

9TH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

9TH STREET

6TH STREET

MAIN STREET

Major Streets for vehicular 
traffic are highlighted 
in orange, while major 

streets for walkability are 
highlighted in purple.
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Transportation | MAJOR STREETS
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2018 Plan Recap  |  DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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OLD U.S. 231
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SINGLE FAMILY: 2-3 STORIES

MULTIFAMILY, RETAIL: 3 - 5 STORIES

LOW-RISE MIXED USE

MID-RISE MIXED USE

ADAPTIVE-REUSE

TOWNHOMES

High-RISE MIXED USE

MULTIFAMILY, RETAIL: 6 - 10 STORIES

MF/HOTEL, RETAIL: 11 - 16 STORIES

VARIES PER PROJECT

CENTENNIAL FORM-BASED 
OVERLAY BOUNDARY
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SITE 1
407 UNION STREET
Existing: Vacant Lot
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 2
601 N. 3RD STREET
Existing: Church & Parking
Proposed Typology: 
Townhomes

SITE 3
501 N. 3RD STREET
Existing: Church & Retail
Proposed Typology: MF, 
Townhomes, Retail

SITE 6
331 N. 4TH STREET
Parking, Commercial
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 4
500 N. 3RD STREET
Existing: Parking
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 5
316 N. 4TH STREET
Existing: Parking, Vacant
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 11
1116-1210 MAIN STREET
Existing: Res., Commercial
Proposed Typology: MF, 
Retail, Reuse, Townhomes

SITE 7
53 S. 2ND STREET
Existing: Parking, Bank
Proposed Typology: Hotel, 
Retail

SITE 12
10 S. 2ND STREET
Existing: Civic, Parking
Proposed Typology: MF, 
Retail, Townhomes

SITE 8
324 SOUTH STREET
Existing: Parking, Retail
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail or Hotel

SITE 13
260 S. 3RD STREET
Existing: Industrial
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 9
437 SOUTH STREET
Existing: Parking
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 14
109-115 S. 3RD STREET
Existing: Parking, Retail
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

SITE 15
31 N. 7TH STREET
Existing: Parking
Proposed Typology: MF, 
Retail

SITE 10
631 MAIN STREET
Existing: Parking
Proposed Typology: 
Multifamily, Retail

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 17

2018 Plan  |  PROJECT STATUS

SiTE 9
ELLSWORTH APARTMENTS CONSTRUCTED ON SITE

SiTE 14
NOVA APARTMENTS 

CONSTRUCTED ON PARCELS ADJACENT TO SITE



OPPORTUNITY SITES  |  DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

NORTH

JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

W
ABASH RIVER

MAIN STREETFERRY STREETNORTH STREET

CINCINNATI STREET

6TH STREET

7TH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

BROWN STREET

5TH STREET

11TH STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

SINGLE FAMILY: 2-4 STORIES

MULTIFAMILY, RETAIL: 3 - 5 STORIES

LOW-RISE MIXED USE

ADAPTIVE-REUSE

TOWNHOMES

MID-RISE MIXED USE
MULTIFAMILY, RETAIL: 6 - 10 STORIES

VARIES PER PROJECT

ALABAMA STREET

5TH STREET

RO
M

IG
 S

TR
EE

T

4TH STREET

3RD  STREET

DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

This plan update includes 
several infill-specific project 
types: townhome, low- and mid-
rise mixed-use and multi-family 
development, and specialized, 
adaptive reuse development. 
With knowledge of the market, 
projects implemented since the 
2018 Downtown Plan, and best 
practices regionally and across 
the country all contributed to 
an aspirational but grounded 
development strategy for the 
remaining downtown sites.

B

C D

G

L

K

A

E

F H

J

I
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SITE A
Existing: Commercial
Proposed Typology: 
Residential, Mixed-Use 
Retail

SITE B
Existing: Parking/
Commercial
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

SITE C
Existing: Parking/ 
Commercial
Proposed Typology: 
Residential, Mixed-Use 
Retail

SITE F
Existing: Institutional/
Commercial
Proposed Typology: Mixed-
Use Retail/Residential

SITE D
Existing: Parking/ 
Commercial
Proposed Typology: Mixed-
Use Retail/Residential

SITE E
Existing: Vacant
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

SITE G
Existing: Institutional/
Commercial
Proposed Typology: Mixed-
Use Retail/Residential

SITE H
Alternative 1
Existing: Parking
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

Alternative 2
Existing: Parking
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

SITE I
Existing: Commercial
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

SITE K
 Existing: Parking/ 
Railroad
Proposed Typology: Mixed-
Use Retail/Residential

SITE L
Existing: Commercial
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

SITE J
Existing: Commercial/
Residential
Proposed Typology: 
Residential

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 19
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

LOW-RISE MIXED USE MID-RISE MIXED USE ADAPTIVE-REUSETOWNHOMES

SINGLE FAMILY
2-3 STORIES

VARIES  
PER PROJECT

MULTIFAMILY, RETAIL
3 - 5 STORIES

MULTIFAMILY, RETAIL
6 - 10 STORIES
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SITE A  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location
SE & SW Corners of Ferry Street & 9th Street

Acreage: 2.17

Existing: Chai Tae Kwon Do Martial Arts 
School, Tricoci University of Beauty Culture 
Lafayette, Residential Properties, Parking Lots 

NORTH
8TH STREET

FERRY STREET

9TH STREET

TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

A

MAIN STREET

PARKING LOT

PARKING LOT

TRICOCI UNIVERSITY OF 
BEAUTY CULTURE LAFAYETTE

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

22



Development potential

NORTH

Development summary
Height: 2-4 stories
Residential: +/- 84 Units
Retail: 3990 SF

Projected Number of Residents: 176
Projected Number of Employees: 6-13

8TH STREET

FERRY STREET

9TH STREET

PODIUM PARKED MULTIFAMILY

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

AMENITY AREA

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL

CARPORT / PARKING 

25th and Delaware St Indianapolis, Indiana

Riverstone Condominiums Portland, Oregon

The Marshall Minneapolis, Minnesota

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 23



SITE B  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

8TH STREET

7TH STREET

9TH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

MAIN STREETTIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

B Location
Intersections of Columbia Street & 8th / 9th 
Street

Acreage: 2.89

Existing: Parking Lots, Office/Commercial 
Storefronts, Residential Properties, Fisher 
Funeral Chapel and Cremation	

PARKING LOT PARKING LOT

PARKING LOT

PARKING LOT

CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Development potential

NORTH

8TH STREET
7TH STREET

9TH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

MAIN STREET

Development summary
Height: 2-3 stories
Residential: 80 Units

Projected Number of Residents: 168

PODIUM FLATS

TOWNHOMES

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

CARPORT / PARKING 

The Mason Columbus, Ohio

M West Greenville, South Carolina

Richmond Hill, Ontario

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 25



SITE C  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

5TH STREET

FERRY STREET

MAIN STREET

C

Location
SE & SW Corners of 5th Street & Ferry Street

Acreage: 1.16

Existing: Parking Lot, Commercial Storefronts, 
Lala Gallery and Studio, Indiana Makers Market 

PARKING LOT

FOWLER APARTMENTS

LALA GALLERY & STUDIO

ROTH FLORIST
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Development potential

NORTH

5TH STREET

FERRY STREET

MAIN STREET

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

TOWNHOMES

Development summary
Height: 2-4 stories
Residential: 26 Units
Retail: 13031 SF

Projected Number of Residents: 54
Projected Number of Employees: 22-44

RESTORE EXISTING 
STRUCTURE

GROUND FLOOR 
RETAIL

CARPORT / PARKING 

GROUND FLOOR 
RETAIL

The Dexter Cleveland, Ohio

West Nineteen Townhomes Cleveland, Ohio

Neighborhood Launch Columbus, Ohio

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 27



SITE D  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

6TH STREET

5TH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

MAIN STREET

D

Location
NW Corner of 6th Street & Columbia Street

Acreage: .84

Existing: Tippecanoe County Historical 
Association, Parking Lot, Yatagarasu

PARKING LOT

YATAGARASU

TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

LONG CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS 
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Development potential

NORTH

6TH STREET

5TH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

MAIN STREET
RESIDENTIAL UNITS

Development summary
Height: 5 stories
Residential: 40 Units
Retail: 10,668 SF
Garage: 75 spots 

Projected Number of Residents: 84
Projected Number of Employees: 18-34

PARKING GARAGE

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL

CARPORT / PARKING 

River House Broad Ripple Indianapolis, Indiana

Westley on Broadway Kansas City, Missouri

PerSei at Pike & Rose Bethesda, Maryland

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 29



SITE E  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

SOUTH STREET

4TH STREET

5T
H S

TR
EET

E

Location
NW Corner of 5th Street & South Street

Acreage: 1.67

Existing: Columbia Center, Lafayette City 
Parking Garage 

COLUMBIA CENTER

ELLSWORTH APARTMENTS

PULLMAN STATION 
APARTMENTS

LAFAYETTE CITY 
PARKING GARAGE
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Development potential

NORTH

SOUTH STREET

4TH STREET

5T
H S

TR
EET

Development summary
Alternative 1
Height: 2 stories
Residential: 12 Units

Projected Number of Residents: 25

Alternative 2
Linear Park Green Space

GARAGE LINER TOWNHOMES

Placemaking 
opportunity for a 

linear park

The Artistry Indianapolis, Indiana

Legacy at Jeffery Park Columbus, Ohio

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 31



SITE F  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

SOUTH STREET

3RD STREET

2ND STREET

4TH STREET

F

Location
SW & SE Corners of South Street & 3rd / 2nd 
Street

Acreage: 6.56

Existing: Social Security Administration, 
Parking Lots, Horizon Bank, Commercial 
Storefronts,  Residential Property

	

ALABAMA STREET

PARKING LOT
PARKING LOT

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION

TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
OFFICE BUILDING

HORIZON BANK
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Development potential

NORTH

SOUTH STREET
3RD STREET

2ND STREET

4TH STREET

Development summary
Height: 4-10 stories
Residential: +/- 626 Units
Retail: 56,613 SF

Projected Number of Residents: 1,314
Projected Number of Employees: 97-194

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

PARKING AND AMENITY 
COURTYARD

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL

PODIUM PARKING

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL

COURTYARD / 
PUBLIC SPACE

CARPORT / PARKING 

The Intro Cleveland, Ohio

Union Tempe Apartments Tempe, Arizona

The Maren Washington, DC

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 33



SITE G  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

2ND STREET

3R
D S

TR
EE

T

G

Location
SW Corner of Alabama Street & 3rd Street

Acreage: 8.82

Existing: Social Security Administration, 
Lafayette Streets and Sanitation Department, 
Lafayette Traffic Department 

MECHANIC STREET

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION

LAFAYETTE STREETS & 
SANITATION DEPARTMENT LAFAYETTE TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT
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Development potential

NORTH

2ND STREET

3R
D S

TR
EE

T

Development summary
Height: 3-10 stories
Residential: +/- 643
Retail: 22,197 SF

Head In Parking: +/-198 Spaces 

Projected Number of Residents: 1350
Projected Number of Employees: 38-76

MULTI FAMILY

AMENITY COURTYARD

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL

CARPORT / PARKING 

Anthology at 625 H Street Washington, DC

MULTI FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS

HEAD IN PARKING ALONG 
BUILDING EDGE

4101 Laclede St. Louis, Missouri

Fenwick Apartments Silver Springs, Maryland

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 35



SITE H  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

ALABAMA STREET

4TH STREET

3RD STREET

H

Location
SW Corner of Alabama Street & 4th Street

Acreage: 1.62

Existing: Parking Lots, Residential Property, 
Lafayette Warehouse, Lafayette Auto Supply, 
Nova Apartments  

PARKING LOTREGENCY SPRINGS APARTMENTS
RIEFER APARTMENTS 

NOVA APARTMENTS  

LAFAYETTE AUTO SUPPLY
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Development potential

NORTH

ALABAMA STREET

4TH STREET
ALABAMA STREET

4TH STREET

Development summary
Alternative 1
Height: 5 stories
Residential: +/- 150 Units

Projected Number of Residents: 315

Alternative 2
Height: 2-3 Stories
Residential: 39 Units 

Projected Number of Residents: 82

AMENITY COURTYARD

PARKING GARAGE

alternative 2 
features a townhome 

development 

Fourth Crossing Columbus, Ohio

PODIUM MULTI FAMILY

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 37



SITE I  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

5TH STREET

4TH STREET

ALABAMA STREETI

Location
SW Corner of Alabama Street & 5th Street

Acreage: 2.09

Existing: Regency Springs Apartments, 
Commercial/ Office Building, Residential 
Properties 

PARKING LOT

REGENCY SPRINGS APARTMENTS

SINGLE STORY COMMERCIAL BUILDING

LAFAYETTE TENT & AWNING CO
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Development potential

NORTH

5TH STREET

4TH STREET

ALABAMA STREET

Development summary
Height: 4 stories
Residential: 24 Units

Projected Number of Residents: 50

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

CARPORT / PARKING 

Townes at Little River Crossing Virginia

Tremont Cleveland, Ohio

State Street Townhouses Brooklyn, New York

LAFAYETTE DOWNTOWN PLANNING 39



SITE J  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

ROMIG STREET

4TH STREET

3RD STREET

J

Location
SW Corner of Alabama Street & 5th Street

Acreage: 3.39

Existing: Clark Liquor Store, Residential 
Properties, Knights of Columbus, Commercial 
Storefronts, Nova Apartments

NOVA APARTMENTS  

SPOT TAVERN

BUCKLES FOOD DEPOT
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Development potential

ROMIG STREET

4TH STREET

3RD STREET

Development summary
Height: 2-4 stories
Residential: 98 Units

Projected Number of Residents: 206

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

TOWNHOMES

FLATS OVER TOWNHOMES

CARPORT / PARKING NORTHMaya Townhomes Seattle, Washington
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NORTH

NORTH STREET

3RD STREET

SITE K  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

K

Location
NW Corner of North Street & 3th Street

Acreage: 1.99

Existing: Parking Lot

PARKING LOT
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NORTH

3RD STREET

NORTH STREET

Development potential

Development summary
Height: 10 stories
Residential: +/- 340 Units
Retail: 31,974 SF

Projected Number of Residents: 714
Projected Number of Employees: 55-110

Site K would integrate with the plans for the 
Sky Link Bridge and Promenade continuation. 
On the western end of Sky Link Bridge, the 
bridge deck would connect to downtown West 
Lafayette at the existing, stone clad historic 
Brown Street Bridge abutment. From there, the 
Sky Link Bridge would soar above the Wabash 
River and existing
railroad tracks to its eastern terminus at the 
future development in downtown Lafayette.

The future development on Site K would be 
located to the west of the proposed Riverside 
Promenade North. 

PARKING IN 
STRUCTURE

RESIDENTIAL UNITS

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL

28 29

tHe downtown park

Tapawingo 
Lawn + Bandshell

The Ribbon

Riverside pavilion

Margerum Commons

Sky Link Bridge

Riehle park

The Ripple

The point

River’s Edge

Riverside promenade South

Riverside 
promenade northThe Bottomlands

Brown Street 
development

Tapawingo drive 
development

Third Street 
development

the ribbon + tapawingo square

On axis with the Riverside Pavilion is The Ribbon and Tapawingo Square, 

which is an interactive fountain in the summer and ice track in the winter.

tapawingo performance lawn+ Bandshell

Tapawingo Performance Lawn aligns  with the center of Riverside Pavilion 
and Tapawingo Square to form a concentrated cluster of activity on the 

north side of Tapawingo Park. 

the ripple

Between Tapawingo Square and the river’s edge is a place of interactive and 
natural play and imagination known as The Ripple. 

Brown street development

New, vibrant mixed-use urban infill development anchors the northwest 

corner of The Downtown Park. 

the Bottomlands

The unique wetland ecosystem known as a ‘bottomlands’ and is considered 

a rarity this far north on the Wabash River and will remain protected.

river’s edge + east shore overlooks

The quiet and forgotten shorelines are activated by new trail connections 
and strategically placed overlooks.   

sky link Bridge

The iconic link connecting pedestrians and bicyclists to park and plaza spaces on 
both sides of the river. 

the point + third street park

The eastern end of Sky Link Bridge joins Riverside Promenade North near where 
the promenade bends south toward the downtown Lafayette skyline. 

third street development

New, vibrant mixed-use urban infill development anchors the northeast corner of 

The Downtown Park.

riverside promenade north

The Riverside Promenade North is dynamic and iconic element that weaves 

between the river corridor and mixed-use downtown development.  

riehle park

Already a place for gathering and warm weather events, Riehle Plaza expands to 
become the crown jewel of Downtown Lafayette open space and becomes known 

as Riehle Park. 

riverside promenade south

The Riverside Promenade South is dynamic and iconic element that weaves 

between the river corridor and mixed-use downtown development. 

tapawingo drive development

As the new, gateway to downtown West Lafayette, this vibrant mixed-use urban 

infill development anchors the intersection of State Street and Tapawingo Drive. 

margerum commons

A new fountain is the central feature in this space, which also includes a new plaza 

and rebuilt steps and walks linking the bridge, fountain, and plaza.

riverside pavilion + green

The existing Riverside Skating Center will be transformed to become the Riverside 

Pavilion and host local events on the Riverside Green lawn.

Site is within the Centennial 
overlay and would need to 
be rezoned as a PD before 
development could occur

AMENITY COURTYARD

PROPOSED SKY LINK BRIDGE

PROPOSED RIVERSIDE 
PROMENADE NORTH 
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SITE L  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH

COLUMBIA STREET

2ND STREET

L

201 Main Street
NE Corner of Columbia Street & 2nd Street

Acreage: .20

Existing: Chase Bank Drive Thru,  Gazebo

44



Development potential

NORTH

COLUMBIA STREET

2ND STREET

Development summary
Height: 5 stories
Residential: 30 Units

Projected Number of Residents: 

GARAGE LINER TOWNHOMES

GREENSPACE

OSU South Gateway Garage Columbus, Ohio

Hattontown Square Herndon, Virginia

Union Towns Reston Station Reston, Virginia
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Placemaking trail
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Create public spaces for downtown 
visitors, workers, and residents 

Tell the story of downtown through 
artistic expressions of culture and  
place 

support opportunities for commerce 
and economic development through 
place-based investments 

Leverage existing public art 
with investments in placemaking 
interventions at key nodes 

Weave a Trail through downtown as a 
cultural expression of place 

PURPOSE
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themes & stories

early history / native americans
stormwater / wabash river
agriculture & industry
purdue university
art & culture
development / trade

A TRAIL THAT WEAVES TOGETHER 
LAFAYETTE’S MANY STORIES
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placemaking trail
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JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

W
ABASH RIVER

ALABAMA STREET

MAIN STREETFERRY STREETNORTH STREET

CINCINNATI STREET

3RD  STREET

4TH STREET

5TH STREET

6TH STREET

7TH STREET

RO
M

IG
 S

TR
EE

T

COLUMBIA STREET

SOUTH STREET

BROWN STREET

5TH STREET

11TH STREET

SOUTH STREET

2ND STREET

N 2ND STREET

RIEHLE PLAZA CHASE PLAZA

LAFAYETTE FARMERS MARKET

TROLLEY PLAZA

LONG CENTER

BICENTENNIAL PARK

COLUMBIA STREET PARK

SAFETY CENTER PARK

LINEAR PARK

CINCINNATI STREET

open space

parklets

public art

trail

pocket parks

NORTH



navigation & WAYFINDING

wayfinding components
•	 Trail navigation and wayfinding is an 

opportunity to develop the brand for 
downtown Lafayette

•	 Digital trail QR codes can be incorporated 
into signage or other site elements

•	 Signature wayfinding kiosks located at key 
sites like Pocket Parks or the Lafayette 
Farmers Market

•	 Historical interpretation signage located 
at significant sites

50

qr codes are easily 
deployed anywhere 

on a site!



trail elements

PROGRAM

POP-UP EVENTS / VENDORS

streetscape PLANTING

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

PEDESTRIAN ONLY TIMES

HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION

DIGITAL TRAIL

WAYFINDING

HARDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

MOVABLE FURNITURE

PUBLIC ART

DIGITAL ART

POP-UP GAMES / PLAY
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

ART & culture

BUILT ENVIRONMENTNAVIGATION
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placemaking trail
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JOHN T. MYERS PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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COLUMBIA STREET

5T
H

 S
TR

EE
T
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T

COLUMBIA STREET

MAIN STREET

SOUTH STREET

RIEHLE PLAZA

BURT’S PLACE

NOM NOM LONG CENTER

COLUMBIA CENTER

LINEAR PARK

SAFETY CENTER

CHASE PLAZA

LAFAYETTE FARMERS MARKET

ALLEYS
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BICENTENNIAL PARK

TROLLEY  PLAZA
RIPPLE

COLUMBIA STREET PARK

NORTH



lafayette farmer’s market

TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

AN ENHANCED MARKET
•	 The 80-foot Right of Way between 

Columbia and Main Streets provides 
an opportunity for a permanent 
market shelter or tree-lined 
promenade.

•	 Allows for daily parking

•	 Potential to expand market into 
adjacent parking lot
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T

MAIN STREET

FERRY STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

80 FT

50 FT

  EXISTING MARKET AREA

Potential market shelter or 
tree-lined promenade

POTENTIAL EXPANDED MARKET

Potential shelter / promenade 
expansion or vending from vehicles

  EXISTING MARKET AREA

Designated for vending  
from vehicles



NORTH

SHELTER OPTION
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lafayette farmer’s market
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COLUMBIA STREET

PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY ALLEY

30 FT

14 FT

11 FT

11 FT

14 FT

60˚ANGLED PARKING

DAILY PARKING IN MEDIAN



PROMENADE OPTION
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lafayette farmer’s market
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Existing Curb is extended to 
accommodate both parking 
and Outdoor patio seating.
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POCKET PARKS

POCKET PARK COMPONENTS
•	 Pocket parks are public amenities that 

support social interaction and celebrate 
the history and environment of Lafayette

•	 Flexible spaces for daily use or pop-up 
events

•	 Well-connected with wayfinding and 
interpretive information
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

chase park
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

bicentennial park

A NEW PUBLIC FEATURE
•	 An opportunity for a signature 

public feature or public art piece

•	 A significant piece that works 
with the pump station and other 
infrastructure on site

•	 A place to celebrate Lafayette’s 
history

•	 A place to exhibit stormwater 
infrastructure such as permeable 
paving and rain gardens

SOUTH STREET
S 9TH STREET
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

trolley plaza

connecting to the past
•	 An opportunity to exhibit the history 

of Lafayette’s trolley lines

•	 As the terminus of the Placemaking 
Trail, it draws a connection between 
downtown and the broader 
community

•	 The location also highlights 
Lafayette’s investment in 
stormwater infrastructure with 
permeable pavers and other 
features
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

safety center

a new place to gather
•	 Outdoor community meetings

•	 Meet and greet with public safety 
officials

•	 Small musical performances

•	 Outdoor movies or ice cream social

Existing Condition
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Existing Condition
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PARKLETS & streateries

parklets & streateries
•	 Parklets and streateries support 

Lafayette’s downtown businesses with 
additional seating, planting, and public art 
space

•	 Permanent “bump-outs” can be installed 
where feasible

•	 Temporary deployable parklets or 
streateries can be designed for the 
specific needs of ground floor tenants and 
businesses
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

streateries

unique outdoor dining
•	 An opportunity to provide 

seating areas that support 
ground floor businesses

•	 Activation of the sidewalk with 
additional outdoor dining

parklets & streateries 
that are unique to ground 

floor businesses!
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

long center

a new front door
•	 Permanent hardscape 

improvements
•	 Signature design elements 

that celebrate the Neoclassical 
architecture of the theater

68

celebrate the 
neoclassical 
architecture



Existing Condition
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TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

columbia center

a linear park
•	 Activation of Columbia Street 

side of the building
•	 Provide sitting areas for daily 

use by tenants and public
•	 Feature public art at 

intersections

Existing Condition
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COLUMBIA STREET
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Lafayette City Garage

TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

Activate The existing
•	 An opportunity to add a linear 

greenspace lining the existing parking 
garage

•	 Activation on South Street

•	 Murals can be installed on the exterior 
walls of the existing parking garage  

•	 Installations/Seating

•	 A place to exhibit stormwater 
infrastructure such as permeable 
paving and rain gardens

•	 Explore burying the overhead 
powerlines 

Existing Condition
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SOUTH STREET
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PUBLIC ART

PUBLIC ART
•	 Rotating or temporary art  installations

•	 Kinetic art

•	 Interactive or immersive art

•	 Art that tells a story about Lafayette
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ALLEYS

ALLEYS
•	 Provide gateways into the alleys

•	 Program the alleys with games or 
interactive art

•	 Close off alleys to vehicles or provide 
pedestrian only times

•	 Draw connections through the alleys as 
part of the Placemaking Trail

Petite Vie - Place Royale, Quebec City

Marche des Enfants-Rouges - Paris Laneway Housing - Vancouver
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Implementation MAtrix 

Enabling Steps 
•	 Present the Lafayette Downtown Plan Update and Placemaking 

Trail Plan to the Mayor and Redevelopment Commission 
to formally introduce the results of this plan. Schedule 
subsequent presentations before Greater Lafayette Commerce, 
Historic Preservation Commission, The Arts Federation Board 
of Directors, Wabash River Enhancement Corporation, and/
or any other support organizations that can help with the 
implementation of this project.

•	 Convene an ad hoc implementation committee focused 
on reviewing the development and placemaking 
recommendations within this plan and establishing timelines 
and priorities as well as projects that could be funded 
immediately as well as projects that would take longer to 
complete.

•	 Meet with the Indiana Art Commission to discuss how 
improvements proposed in this plan could elevate the Arts and 
Culture District and understand if there is additional funding 
available.

Land Use and Development 
•	 Meet with the Tippecanoe County Area Plan Commission to 

review planning recommendations and discuss any potential 
land use or zoning changes and/or optimization of policies to 
attract development.

•	 Convene one-on-one meetings with existing and prospective 
developers and/or investors/ property owners to review the 
opportunities highlighted within the plan and discuss potential 
next steps for development projects.

•	 Begin creating a land assemblage/acquisition strategy to aid 
the development community as meetings occur about potential 
projects.

•	 Convene a meeting among the Mayor, Economic Development 
staff, and Public Works staff to discuss preparing Site G for a 
City-led developer RFP. Draft an RFP and short list of potential 
developers to propose on that site as well as understand what 
further public infrastructure would need to be modified to 
effectuate development. 

•	 Evaluate updating the Courthouse Proximate District, including 
modification of boundaries, ordinance changes, and potential 
creation of design guidelines.

Placemaking and Infrastructure
•	 Select a consultant and artist team to advance concepts to 

implement the Bicentennial Plaza Project.
•	 Engage with the City Engineer and Public Works to evaluate 

the potential to align proposed public art and infrastructure 
improvements with the City’s Capital Projects Plan.

•	 Engage with the Mayor and Public Safety to propose short-
term public art and activation strategies for the new Public 
Safety Building.

•	 Meet with Purdue University officials on the recent Purdue 
Gateways Bench program to determine how outreach and 
management of that program was created. Mirror the public 
art and placemaking trail program off that program to solicit 
private donations. 

•	 Determine eligibility for State and Federal grant programs 
including future Next Level Trails, Safe Routes to Schools, 
READI, National Endowment for the Arts and Humanities, as 
well as local and regional philanthropic programs to further 
fund the implementation of this project.

•	 Evaluate the use of the Lafayette Consolidated TIF to fund 
placemaking and infrastructure improvements Downtown.
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•	 Determine the potential steps and local support for establishing 
an Economic Improvement District (EID) in Downtown Lafayette 
to further support and endow placemaking and infrastructure 
improvements. In addition, explore if current or potential new 
state legislation could aid in this type of funding.

•	 Engage a branding consultant to further update downtown’s 
brand and integrate the proposed placemaking trail 
improvements into a more robust marketing strategy.

•	 Work with city engineering to identify placemaking projects 
occurring on city-owned property or in the public right of way 
and determine next steps. In addition, identify placemaking 
initiatives on privately owned property and discuss opportunities 
for partnerships.

•	 Prepare a public launch of placemaking projects with an 
informational exhibit staffed by city economic development and 
volunteers to talk through the recommendations of this plan and 
include renderings of potential placemaking trail improvements. 
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